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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CENSORSHIP OF AND THREATS AGAINST THE PRESS 
REF: A) MANAGUA 2087, B) MANAGUA 1922 

SUMMARY: THE GON'S USE OF THE RADIO AND TV CODE TO CONTROL THE PRESS 
APPEARS TO HAVE ESCALATED TO A NEW LEVEL WITH THE TEMPORARY "PRE- 
VENTIVE CLOSING" OF FIVE RADIO STATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, SEVERAL 
JOURNALISTS HAVE REPORTED THREATS OF PHYSICAL HARM AND AT LEAST ONE 
HAS SAID HE WAS ASSAULTED. END SUMMARY 

1 . DURING THE NIGHT OF 24 MAY, A POLICE JUDGE IN MANAGUA ORDERED THE 
"PREVENTIVE CLOSING" OF FIVE RADIO STATIONS. THE FIVE STATIONS 

ARE: RADIO CORPORACION, RADIO MI PREFERIDA, RADIO FUTURA, RADIO 
MUNDIAL, AND RADIO CATOLICA. ALL OF THESE STATIONS HAVE GIVEN PROB- 
LEMS TO THE GOVERNMENT IN THE RECENT PAST (SEE REFTELS). 

2. THE CLOSINGS WERE ORDERED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 61 OF RADIO AND 
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TELEVISION CODE WHICH PERMITS PROVISIONAL CLOSING OF STATIONS FOR 
TRANSMITTING NEW OF "RIOTS" (MOTINES) AND "MOBS" (ASONADOS) WHICH 
COULD INCITE A "DISTURBANCE" ( ROMPIMIENTO ) OF THE PUBLIC ORDER. 

THE STATIONS WERE REPORTEDLY CLOSED FOR BROADCASTING NEWS OF DIS- 
TURBANCES IN ESTELI (SEPTEL). HOWEVER, IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER 
MORE THAN ONE OF THE STATIONS WAS BROADCASTING NEWS OF THE ESTELI 
RIOTING AND WHETHER THE REPORTING WAS DISTORTED. 
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3. EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT ON MORNING OF 25 MAY, COL. 

ALBERTO LUNA, DIRECTOR OF RADIO AND TELEVISION, AND ANTONIO MORA 
ROSTRAN, MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT, MET WITH THE OWNERS OF THE RADIO 
STATIONS. NO DETAILS ARE YET AVAILABLE BUT LUNA REPORTEDLY ADMITTED 
ERROR IN CLOSING THE STATIONS AND APOLOGIZED. HOWEVER, THE GON'S 
COMMUNIQUE ON THIS MEETING WAS A HARD-LINE STATEMENT OF READINESS 
TO ACT AGAINST STATIONS WHICH DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY INCITE DIS- 
ORDER AND VIOLENCE. ALL FIVE STATIONS RETURNED TO THE AIR THE NEXT 
MORNING. 

4. LA PRENSA REPORTED IN ITS 24 MAY ISSUE - AS IT HAS PREVIOUSLY 

THAT THREATS OF VIOLENCE HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY IT AND RADIO STATIONS 
INCLUDING THE FIVE MENTIONED PARA ONE. ADDITIONALLY, EMBASSY HAS 
RECEIVED REPORTS THAT INDIVIDUAL IOURNALISTS HAVE RECEIVED ANONYMOUS 
PHONE THREATS. ONE REPORT STATES THAT A RADIO JOURNALIST WAS 
ASSAULTED AND HAD HIS NOTES AND TAPE RECORDER TAKEN WHEN HE WAS 
WALKING TO WORK. HE STATED HE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE ARMED MEN WHO 
THREATENED HIM WITH BODILY HARM. ANOTHER REPORT ALLEGES THAT A 
SECOND JOURNALIST WAS THREATENED BY UNKNOWN ARMED ASSAILANTS. 

5. COMMENT: THIS USE OF THE RADIO AND TELEVISION CODE APPEARS TO 

BE A HARSHER LINE IMPLEMENTED BY THE GON TO CONTROL MEDIA OPPOSITION. 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO ANALYZE THE APPLICATION BY THE GON OF THE CODE. 

THE REPORTS OF THREATS MADE TO AND ATTACKS UPON JOURNALISTS HAVE NOT 
YET BEEN SUBSTANTIATED, BUT, GIVEN THE CURRENT CLIMATE AND THE 
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EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW MONTHS, EMBASSY FEELS THAT REPORTS ARE 
PROBABLY CREDIBLE. 
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